
Life-Saving Appliances
including LSA Code

2010 Edition

Supplement
May 2012

Since the publication of Life-Saving Appliances including LSA Code, 2010 edition, the Maritime Safety 
Committee (MSC) has adopted resolutions amending the International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code and 
the Revised recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances. This supplement presents, in chronological 
order, those amendments that have either entered into force or will have entered into force before the next 
edition has been published.

Page Resolution Amends Applicable as on

2 MSC.293(87) Chapter IV, Survival craft 1 January 2012

4 MSC.320(89) Chapter IV, Survival craft 1 January 2013

8 MSC.321(89) Part 1, Prototype tests for life-saving appliances –

Copyright © International Maritime Organization 2012  IMO Sales Number ID982E



2 Life-Saving Appliances including LSA Code – Supplement

ANNEX 7 

RESOLUTION MSC.293(87) 
(adopted on 21 May 2010) 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE  
INTERNATIONAL LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCE (LSA) CODE 

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 

NOTING resolution MSC.48(66), by which it adopted the International Life-Saving Appliance 
Code (hereinafter referred to as "the LSA Code"), which has become mandatory under 
chapter III of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (hereinafter 
referred to as "the Convention"), 

NOTING ALSO article VIII(b) and regulation III/3.10 of the Convention concerning the 
procedure for amending the LSA Code, 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its eighty-seventh session, amendments to the LSA Code, 
proposed and circulated in accordance with article VIII(b)(i) of the Convention,  

1. ADOPTS, in accordance with article VIII(b)(iv) of the Convention, amendments to 
the LSA Code, the text of which is set out in the Annex to the present resolution; 

2. DETERMINES, in accordance with article VIII(b)(vi)(2)(bb) of the Convention, that 
the amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 July 2011, unless prior to that 
date, more than one third of the Contracting Governments to the Convention or Contracting 
Governments the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 50% of the 
gross tonnage of the world's merchant fleet, have notified their objections to the 
amendments; 

3. INVITES Contracting Governments to note that, in accordance with 
article VIII(b)(vii)(2) of the Convention, the amendments shall enter into force 
on 1 January 2012 upon their acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in conformity with article VIII(b)(v) of the 
Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the 
amendments contained in the Annex to all Contracting Governments to the Convention; 

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution 
and its Annex to Members of the Organization, which are not Contracting Governments to 
the Convention. 
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ANNEX 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL  
LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCE (LSA) CODE 

CHAPTER IV 
SURVIVAL CRAFT 

In paragraphs 4.2.2.1, 4.2.3.3 and 4.3.3.3, the figure "75 kg" is replaced by the 
figure "82.5 kg". 

*** 
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ANNEX 4 

RESOLUTION MSC.320(89) 
(adopted on 20 May 2011) 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE  
INTERNATIONAL LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCE (LSA) CODE 

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 

NOTING resolution MSC.48(66), by which it adopted the International Life-Saving Appliance 
Code (hereinafter referred to as "the LSA Code"), which has become mandatory under 
chapter III of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (hereinafter 
referred to as "the Convention"), 

NOTING ALSO article VIII(b) and regulation III/3.10 of the Convention concerning the 
procedure for amending the LSA Code, 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its eighty-ninth session, amendments to the LSA Code, 
proposed and circulated in accordance with article VIII(b)(i) of the Convention, 

1. ADOPTS, in accordance with article VIII(b)(iv) of the Convention, amendments to the 
LSA Code, the text of which is set out in the Annex to the present resolution; 

2. DETERMINES, in accordance with article VIII(b)(vi)(2)(bb) of the Convention, that the 
amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 July 2012, unless prior to that 
date, more than one third of the Contracting Governments to the Convention or Contracting 
Governments the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 50% of the 
gross tonnage of the world's merchant fleet, have notified their objections to the 
amendments; 

3. INVITES Contracting Governments to note that, in accordance with  
article VIII(b)(vii)(2) of the Convention, the amendments shall enter into force on 
1 January 2013 upon their acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in conformity with article VIII(b)(v) of the 
Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the 
amendments contained in the Annex to all Contracting Governments to the Convention; 

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution 
and its Annex to Members of the Organization which are not Contracting Governments to the 
Convention.
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ANNEX 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL LIFE-SAVING 
APPLIANCES (LSA) CODE 

CHAPTER IV 
SURVIVAL CRAFT 

1 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the following new subparagraphs .2 to .6 are inserted after the 
existing subparagraph .1: 

".2 notwithstanding subparagraph .7.2 the mechanism shall only open when 
the release mechanism is operated with the boat fully waterborne or, if the 
boat is not waterborne, by multiple, deliberate and sustained action which 
shall include the removal or bypassing of safety interlocks designed to 
prevent premature or inadvertent release; 

.2.1 the mechanism shall not be able to open due to wear, 
misalignment and unintended force within the hook assembly or 
operating mechanism, control rods or cables as may be connected 
to, or form part of the hook assembly and with trim of up to 10º and 
a list of up to 20º either way; and 

.2.2 the functional criteria of 4.4.7.6.2 and 4.4.7.6.2.1 apply for the 
range of loads, representing 0% to 100% of the safe working load 
of the lifeboat release and retrieval system for which it may be 
approved;

.3 unless a release mechanism is of the load over centre type, which is held 
fully closed by the weight of the lifeboat, the hook assembly shall be 
designed so that the moveable hook component is kept fully closed by the 
hook locking parts capable of holding its safe working load under any 
operational conditions until the hook locking part is deliberately caused to 
open by means of the operating mechanism.  For designs utilizing the tail of 
the movable hook component and cam either directly or indirectly securing 
the tail of the movable hook component, the hook assembly shall continue 
to be closed and hold its safe working load through rotation of the cam of 
up to 45 degrees in either direction, or 45 degrees in one direction if 
restricted by design, from its locked position; 

.4 to provide hook stability, the release mechanism shall be designed so that, 
when it is fully reset in the closed position, the weight of the lifeboat does 
not cause any force to be transmitted to the operating mechanism; 

.5 locking devices shall be designed so that they can not turn to open due to 
forces from the hook load; and 

.6 if a hydrostatic interlock is provided, it shall automatically reset upon lifting 
the boat from the water." 
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2 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the existing subparagraph .2 is replaced by the following: 

".7 the mechanism shall have two release capabilities: normal (off-load) 
release capability and on-load release capability: 

.7.1 normal (off-load) release capability shall release the lifeboat when 
it is waterborne or when there is no load on the hooks, and not 
require manual separation of the lifting ring or shackle from the jaw 
of the hook; and 

.7.2 on-load release capability shall release the lifeboat with a load on 
the hooks.  This release mechanism shall be provided with a 
hydrostatic interlock unless other means are provided to ensure 
that the boat is waterborne before the release mechanism can be 
activated.  In case of failure or when the boat is not waterborne, 
there shall be a means to override the hydrostatic interlock or 
similar device to allow emergency release.  This interlock override 
capability shall be adequately protected against accidental or 
premature use.  Adequate protection shall include special 
mechanical protection not normally required for off-load release, in 
addition to a danger sign.  The protection shall be deliberately 
destroyed by applying a suitable minimum force, for instance by 
breaking a protection glass or translucent cover.  A label or thin 
wire seal is not considered sufficiently robust.  To prevent a 
premature on-load release, on-load operation of the release 
mechanism shall require multiple, deliberate and sustained action 
or actions by the operator;". 

3 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the existing subparagraph .3 is renumbered as 
subparagraph .8 and the words "without excessive force" are replaced by the words ", and 
any indicators shall not indicate the release mechanism is reset". 

4 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the following new subparagraph .9 is inserted after the 
renumbered subparagraph 8: 

".9 all components of the hook unit, release handle unit, control cables or 
mechanical operating links and the fixed structural connections in a lifeboat 
shall be of material corrosion resistant in the marine environment without 
the need for coatings or galvanizing.  Design and manufacturing tolerances 
shall be such that anticipated wear throughout the service life of the 
mechanism shall not adversely affect its proper functioning.  Mechanical 
operating links such as control cables shall be waterproof and shall have no 
exposed or unprotected areas;". 

5 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the existing subparagraphs .4 to .8 are renumbered as 
subparagraphs .10 to .14, respectively. 

6 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, in the renumbered subparagraph .10, the word "clearly" is 
replaced by the word "unambiguously". 

7 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, in the renumbered subparagraph .14, the words  
"the load-bearing components of the release mechanism and" are added at the beginning 
and the words "of the release mechanism" are deleted. 

8 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the following new subparagraphs .15 and .16 are inserted after 
the renumbered subparagraph .14: 
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".15 a hydrostatic interlock shall be designed for a factor of safety of not less 
than 6 times maximum operating force based on the ultimate strength of 
the materials used; 

.16 the operating cables shall be designed for a factor of safety of not less  
than 2.5 times maximum operating force based on the ultimate strength of 
the materials used; and". 

9 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the existing subparagraph .9 is renumbered as  
subparagraph .17 and in the renumbered subparagraph .17, the references to  
paragraphs "4.4.7.6.2.2 and 4.4.7.6.3" are replaced by the references to  
paragraphs "4.4.7.6.7, 4.4.7.6.8 and 4.4.7.6.15". 

10 In paragraph 4.4.7.6, the referenced subparagraph .9 is replaced by .17. 

*** 
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ANNEX 5 

RESOLUTION MSC.321(89) 
(adopted on 20 May 2011) 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE REVISED RECOMMENDATION ON TESTING OF 
LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES (RESOLUTION MSC.81(70)), AS AMENDED

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 

RECALLING ALSO resolution A.689(17) entitled "Testing of life-saving appliances", by which 
the Assembly, at its seventeenth session, adopted the Recommendation on testing of 
life-saving appliances, 

RECALLING FURTHER that the Assembly, when adopting resolution A.689(17), authorized 
the Committee to keep the Recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances under 
review and to adopt, when appropriate, amendments thereto, 

NOTING resolution MSC.81(70), by which, at its seventieth session, it adopted the Revised 
recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances, introducing more precise provisions for 
the testing of life-saving appliances based on the requirements of the International 
Life-Saving Appliances (LSA) Code, 

RECOGNIZING the need to appropriately align the relevant provisions of the Revised 
recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances with the associated amendments to the 
LSA Code adopted by resolution MSC.320(89), 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its eighty-ninth session, proposed amendments to the Revised 
recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances, prepared by the Sub-Committee on 
Ship Design and Equipment at its fifty-fifth session, 

1. ADOPTS amendments to the Revised recommendation on testing of life-saving 
appliances (resolution MSC.81(70)), the text of which is set out in the Annex to the present 
resolution; 

2. RECOMMENDS Governments to apply the annexed amendments when testing 
life-saving appliances. 











<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO_electronic'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO_electronic'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO_electronic'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO_electronic'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO_electronic'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO_electronic'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO'] [Based on 'PDFX_1a_2001_IMO'] [Based on '[PDF/X-1a:2001]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive true
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 14.173230
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


